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Recreational Development 
Camping 

• 28 drive-in campsites are available. They are shaded sites located off hard-surfaced campground 
road adjacent to Split Rock Lake. 

• 19 of the drive-in campsites have electricity. 
• Recreational vehicles with a maximum length of 52 feet can be accommodated in the 

campground. 
• One handicapped accessible site has electricity and is adjacent to handicapped accessible 

showers and toilets. 
• 6 Walk-in campsites are shaded sites within 30 yards of parking area. 
• Primitive group camp for tents only camping. Sites are shaded and include fire-rings, picnic tables 

and vault toilets. 
 
Day Use  

• Swimming area with a sandy beach.  
• Beach house provides changing rooms for 

swimmers, vault toilets are available in the 
vicinity. 

• Picnic area is a shaded area adjacent to Split 
Rock Lake. It has tables, fire rings, grills, vault 
toilets, and an enclosed picnic shelter. 

• Swing set in the picnic area. 
• Volley ball court in the picnic area. 
• Horseshoe court in the picnic area. 
• Sliding hill is adjacent to the boat landing, with 

a warming house in the former water tower at 
the top of the hill. 

 
Visitor Services 

• The visitor center is located in the beach house and includes exhibits that interpret the history of 
the lake and the dam and serves as a trail-center in the winter.  

• Naturalist programs are offered occasionally from Memorial Weekend through Labor Day. 
Program service is based out of Blue Mounds State Park. 

• Rowboats, canoes and paddleboat rentals available Memorial Weekend through Labor Day 
• Firewood available Memorial Weekend through Labor Day at Park Office 
• Public pay phone outside park office 

 
Trails 

• .5 mile long handicapped Accessible Trail begins at beach area, winds through picnic grounds 
and across the dam. 

• 4.5 mile long self guided hiking and interpretive trail begins at the campground. 
• Snowshoe anywhere in park during the winter. 
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Recommendations and Actions 
Action #16 Expand drive-in campground 
The present campground is full most summer weekends. Additional campsites would be used if they were 
available. There is sufficient area north of the present campground on soils suitable for campground 
development to construct an additional 8 – 10 campsites. These campsites should be designed for easy 
use by recreational vehicles, with electricity, and at least a few pull through sites. Limited parking for extra 
cars is a problem in this campground that should be addressed when it is expanded. The projected 
additional use of the lakeshore, trails and swimming beach can be accommodated without significant 
impact. 
 
Action #17 Construct a new park office 
Park administration is now carried on at two locations. Most of the administration is done in the park office 
in the service court. This is the year round office, with computers, files, fax and normal office facilities. A 
small seasonal office adjacent to the park entrance road is staffed during high use periods. This seasonal 
office is closed and signs direct park visitors to the office in the service court when park use is expected 
to be relatively low. The seasonal office has very limited space, and minimal facilities. The efficiency of 
the park staff can be greatly increased by constructing a year round park office adjacent to the park 
entrance road.  
 
Action #18 Construct a modern toilet building 
Two sets of vault toilets are provided for the picnic grounds and the swimming beach. These facilities are 
functional, but provide only the most minimal service for park visitors. The amount of use that these 

facilities received grew in 2000 to over 5,000 visitors 
per year, A modern toilet building located where it 
would be convenient for both the picnic ground and 
swimming beach users would provide a very desired 
service for park visitors, increasing both park use and 
visitor satisfaction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Picnic Shelter 
 
Action #19 Develop a hiking trail around Split Rock Creek Lake 
The present 4.5 mile hiking trail allows park visitors to almost hike all the way around the lake. Finishing 
this trail loop is a high priority for park visitors. Two bridge or floating boardwalk crossings are needed to 
allow visitors to complete the hike around the lake. The trail will be designed to minimize the impact to the 
wetlands it crosses, while providing easy access for the public to see and understand these wetlands. 
 
Action #20 Develop a creek and prairie hiking trail system 
The acquisition of additional lands downstream from the dam has opened up great new opportunities for 
hiking in Split Rock Creek State Park. Initially hiking trail development will focus on providing access and 
the opportunity to experience the area along Split Rock Creek. Further expansion of the trail system will 
be implemented as other areas are reclaimed from agricultural use. The eventual trail system will provide 
park visitors the opportunity to experience both the refreshing Split Rock Creek environs, and the 
expansive rolling prairie hillsides. One trail bridge over the Split Rock Creek that will accommodate both 
horse riders and hikers will be built where it will have the least ecological impact and allow good 
recreational use of both sides of the creek. 
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Action #21 Provide for recreational snowshoe use  
Snowshoe use is an excellent way to enjoy the park in the winter. Snowshoes function well in a variety of 
snow conditions, and can be used more often in the varied snow conditions of the Split Rock Creek area. 
Snowshoeing is allowed anywhere in the park during the winter. 
 
Action #22 Develop a horse trail system 
A horse trail system will be developed that provides a high quality recreational experience that can be 
maintained without adversely affecting the restoration of the prairie environment. A series of loop trails 
that are primarily on the uplands, with good views of Split Rock Creek and the surrounding countryside 
will be developed. This would be a maximum of 6.5 miles of trail. This trail system will provide a good 
opportunity to experience and learn about the prairie environment. It will be designed to be a safe trail 
system that can be enjoyed by both novice and experienced riders. The Division of Parks and Recreation 
does not have the authority to build trails outside of the Split Rock Creek State Park statutory boundary 
There is not enough room within Split Rock Creek State Park to provide for a day-long horse ride 
experience. The park trails will have to be used in conjunction with adjacent county or township roads for 
an entire day of riding. There is the potential to develop a trail connection from Split Rock Creek State 
Park to the Casey Jones State Trail that would provide a diversity of off-road riding experiences. For this 
connection to be implemented, it would have to be pursued by the MnDNR Bureau of Trails and 
Waterways with the support of local citizens. 
 
Action #23 Develop a Horse Campground 
The horse campground will be built south of Split Rock Lake. This site has suitable soils for this 
development, is not very visible except in distant views from the rest of the park, is in an area which does 
not have high quality prairie, provides good access to the future trail system, is in an area where trees 
and shade will be suitable. The vision for the land west of County Road 20 will be restored prairie, while 
this atmosphere is appropriate for trail use, the campground and trail head will be much more comfortable 
for visitors if it is shaded. The area in the vicinity of Split Rock Lake (not a natural feature) can 
appropriately be managed for recreational use and visitor comfort. To protect Split Rock Creek shoreline 
from erosion, the horse campground will be designed so horse rider access to the shore is restricted. 
 
Action #24 Develop a horse Trailhead 
The horse rider trailhead will be developed near, but separated from the horse campground. The trailhead 
will have a parking lot, unloading ramp, tie rails, and potable water. It will provide for day use access to 
the trail system. Some facilities may be shared with the campground, but it will be designed so day use 
visitors can enjoy the park without imposing on campers. 
 
Action #25 Closing County Road 20 
Split Rock Creek State Park is cut in half by Pipestone County 20 (50th Avenue). The park trail system will 
cross this road in at least two places. It would be desirable to close this road through the park at some 
time. Although lightly used, it still receives more use and at a higher speed then if it were a dead end park 
road. Imagine the idyllic scene of the stone bridge crossed by a quiet park road, shared by pedestrians, 
and horse riders. There are three landowners who access their property off County 20 now. All of these 
properties are within the state park statutory boundary and the owners may eventually sell to the state. 
Other local residents use County 20 as a short cut to or from Ihlen. There are other convenient routes 
available for that traffic, although perhaps not quite as short or scenic. Park staff will work with 
landowners that need to use County 20 and at such time that they are willing to have the road closed, 
make that request to the Pipestone County Board. At such time as County 20 is closed, a new park 
entrance road can be developed directly off Highway 23. This would provide a more direct access for 
travelers, provide a great prairie introduction to the park, allow for long range expansion of the 
campground, minimize road noise in the campground, allow the existing northern most bridge across Split 
Rock Creek to be used for trails. 
 
Action #26 Pave picnic ground and beach parking lots and access road. 
Wind blown dust is often a problem from traffic on these lots and roads. Paving will minimize the dust 
problem and provide a good way to organize the parking through striping. 
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Action #27 Develop a modern service court and shop 
The present shop is a reuse of a building that has been the manager’s residence, and park office. A well 
designed shop and service court that meets all current health, safety, and accessibility standards would 
allow the staff to be more efficient and effective. This facility should be located just east of the sewage 
dump station, where it will be convenient from the new contact station and park office. The present shop 
site will be removed and the area restored to natural conditions. 
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Operations 

Current Staffing 
The current staffing at Sprit Rock Creek State Park includes: 
1 Full-time Park Manager 
3 Part-time seasonal Parks Workers 
1 Full-time seasonal Building and Grounds Worker 
3 Part-time seasonal Natural Resource Workers 
 
This is the minimal amount of staff to operate this park year round, seven days a week, with long hours 
during the busiest summer season. During the slower use season when only the park manager is 
employed, there is no one in the park at least two days a week.  
 
Implementation of resource management actions for Split Rock Creek State Park is the responsibility of 
the Park manager with the technical assistance and support of the Area Resource Manager based out of 
Blue Mounds State Park, and the Regional Resource Specialist based out of New Ulm. 
 
Special management activities at Split Rock Creek State Park include managing the aerator in Split Rock 
Lake, and the Split Rock Creek Dam. Management manuals for the installation and operation of the 
aerator and management of the dam are provided. 

Recommendations and Actions 
Action #28 Expand park staff as responsibilities increase. 
With the expansion of the park boundary and acquisition of several hundred acres of additional land, 
additional staff time to manage and maintain this land will be needed. The additional recreational facilities 
such as the horse campground, horse trails, expanded family campground will also all take additional 
time to maintain, and to provide quality public service for these new park visitors. 
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Park Boundary 
State Park boundaries are established by the Minnesota Legislature. Statutory boundaries serve to 
identify lands appropriate for inclusion in the park. All boundaries are legally described in Minnesota 
Statutes. State parks are authorized to negotiate acquisition of land only within the statutory boundary. 
The state does not have the authority to acquire park land except from willing sellers nor can landowners 
be required to sell to the state. Inclusion in a park boundary does not limit what private landowners can do 
with their property. 
 
Boundary modifications are considered during all state park management planning processes. Although 
this plan can recommend boundary changes, only the Minnesota Legislature can change park 
boundaries. All boundaries are legally described in Minnesota Statutes. When an addition to a park is 
considered, the DNR Division of Parks and Recreation will contact private landowners that would be 
within a proposed boundary and ask for their documented support. Without the support of the community, 
the Division of Parks and Recreation will not request boundary changes from the Minnesota Legislature. 
 
The existing statutory boundary of Split Rock Creek State Park includes 1,303 acres. Of the land within 
the statutory boundary, 952 acres is state owned and 351 acres are privately owned. 

Boundary History 
Split Rock Creek State Park has been specifically addressed in state legislation several times. The 
statutory boundary established in these legislative acts identifies the lands that the State of Minnesota 
can negotiate to acquire from willing sellers. 
 
1937 Split Rock Creek State Park was established. The initial legislation established several areas 

across Minnesota “to provide unemployment relief.”38 The area was designated Split Rock 
Recreation Reserve and included 227.64 acres. 

1945 A small area was added to Split Rock Recreation Reserve statutory boundary in Section 15.39 
1982 The northwest quarter of Section 22, and small areas in Section 15 were added to the statutory 

boundary.40 
1996 Split Rock Creek State Park statutory boundary was expanded to include the land in Sections 16 

and 21 southeast of Minnesota Trunk Highway 23, except for areas platted as Sabies Addition 
and Second Sabies Addition.41 This brought the total size of the statutory boundary to 1,303 
acres. 

 
The southern most one-quarter mile of Split Rock Creek in the park boundary is covered by a 
conservation easement. This easement is intended to preserve the Split Rock Creek and its shores and 
was sold before this tract was purchased by the state. A copy of this easement is attached as Appendix 
A. 

Recommendations and Actions 
Action #29 Acquire private lands within the statutory boundary. 
The highest priority for land acquisition in Split Rock Creek State Park is to acquire the private lands 
within the present statutory boundary. It is important that DNR manage the recently acquired lands well 
and demonstrate our management abilities and vision of restoring the area to native prairie. 
 
Action #30 Consider expanding the statutory boundary 
Consider expanding the statutory boundary to include parcels with native prairie to the south and east of 
the park. Work with adjacent landowners with park quality land to see if they would be interested in being 
included in the park statutory boundary. The primary reasons to include additional lands in the statutory 
boundary would be to preserve remnant native prairie or scenic vistas for public use and enjoyment, or to 
provide for significant additional recreational opportunities. 
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 PLAN MODIFICATION PROCESS 
 
State Park Management plans document a partnership-based planning process, and the recommended 
actions resulting from that process. These comprehensive plans recognize that all aspects of park 
management are interrelated, and that management recommendations should also be interrelated. 
 
Over time, however, conditions change that effect some of the plan recommendations or even an entire 
plan. Plans need to acknowledge changing conditions, and be flexible enough to allow for modifications 
as needed. 
 
There are two scales or types of plan modifications: plan revisions and plan amendments. Minor plan 
revisions concern less controversial issues and can generally be made within the Division of Parks and 
Recreation as plan modifications. Larger issues that represent changes in management direction or 
involve other portions of the Department or other state agencies are addressed as plan amendments. The 
Division of Parks and Recreation Planning Manager will make the decision of whether a plan amendment 
or plan revision is appropriate 
 
To maintain consistency between plans and processes, all revisions and amendments will be coordinated 
through the Division of Parks and Recreation planning section. Requests for planning assistance should 
be directed to the Division of Parks and Recreation Planning Manager in the Central Office, St. Paul. 

Plan Amendments 
 
Plan Amendment Criteria 
 

The criteria outlined below will be used to determine whether the proposed change warrants a plan 
amendment: 
 
The proposed change: 

• Alters the park mission, vision, goals, specific management objectives, or proposed 
development plans outlined in the plan; 

• Is controversial between elected officials and boards, park user groups, the public, 
adjacent landowners, other DNR divisions or state agencies; or 

• Directly affects other state agencies (e.g., Minnesota Historical Society). 
 
Plan Amendment Process 
The plan amendment process has a series of steps. 
  
Review the proposed change at the park and regional level.  Determine which stakeholders 
potentially have a major concern and how those concerns should be addressed. If the major concerns 
are within the Division of Parks and Recreation, the issue should be resolved within the Division, with 
input from the public. The proposed change is then reviewed with the Division Central Office 
Management Team 
 
If the proposed change involves other DNR Divisions, the issue should be resolved by staff and 
approved by the affected Division Directors. This may require one or two area/regional integrated 
resource management team meetings. The proposed change will be reviewed through the 
Department’s review process (Statewide Interdisciplinary Review Service or SIRS). 
 
1. If the proposed change issue involves other state agencies, the issue should be resolved by staff 

and approved by the Division Central Office Management Team - with input from the public - and 
reviewed by SIRS. 
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2. If the proposed change is potentially controversial among elected boards, park user groups, 

adjacent landowners or the public, an open house will be held that is advertised in the local and 
regional area. 

 
3. All plan amendments should be coordinated, documented, and distributed by the Division of 

Parks and Recreation planning staff. 

Plan Revisions 
If a plan change is recommended that does not meet the amendment criteria above, and generally follows 
the intent of the park management plan (through mission, vision, goals, and objectives), the Division of 
Parks and Recreation has the discretion to modify the plan without a major planning process. 
 
Revisions related to Physical Development Constraints and Resource Protection 
Detailed engineering and design work may not allow the development to be completed exactly as it is 
outlined in the plan. A relatively minor modification, such as moving a proposed building site to 
accommodate various physical concerns, is common. Plans should outline a general direction and 
document the general “areas” for development rather than specific locations. For the most part, plans are 
conceptual, not detail-oriented. Prior to development, proposed development sites are examined for the 
presence of protected Minnesota Natural Heritage Program elements and historical/archeological 
artifacts. If any are found, the planned project may have to be revised to accommodate the protection of 
these resources.  
 

Program Revisions 
The resource management and interpretive services plan sections should be updated periodically as 
needed. The Division of Parks and Recreation’s Resource Management and Interpretive staff will 
determine when an update is needed, and coordinate the revision with the park planning section. 
Program sections should be rewritten in a format consistent with the plan as originally approved by the 
DNR. To retain consistency, Division of Parks and Recreation planning staff will be involved in the 
revision review, editing and distribution. 
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Appendix A – Conservation Easement 
 
 ATTACHMENT 1 to Quitclaim Deed dated 
    August 22, 1996 to 
    Lyle W. Bauman and Arlien J. Bauman 

From the United States of America 
 
 
 CONSERVATION EASEMENT RESERVATION IN THE UNITED STATES 
 

By this instrument there is reserved in the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, it’s successors and 
assigns, a perpetual conservation easement on the property conveyed by this deed. 

 
This easement is under the authority and in furtherance of the provisions of federal law, including sections 
331 and 335 of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act ( 7 U.S.C. 1981, and 1985 ) as 
amended. The restrictions and covenants contained in this easement constitute a perpetual servitude on 
and run with the property. The Grantee and all successors and assigns ( “landowner” ) under this deed 
covenant with the United States to do or refrain from doing, severally and collectively, the various acts 
mentioned later in this easement. The United States is reserved the rights enumerated in this easement 
for itself and its successors, agents and assigns. 
 
I. DESCRIPTION OF THE EASEMENT AREA 
 
The area subject to this Conservation Easement, referred to herein as the “easement area” is delineated 
on the map(s) attached hereto as Exhibit A, and is described as follows: 
 
Areas to be encumbered by restrictions are depicted on the aerial photo. The exact legal description of 
the subject easement area will be provided by the United States of America, acting through the Farm 
Service Agency, subsequent to the closing of the sale and that legal description shall govern. This area is 
located in the E ½ of SW 1/4 of Section 21. 
 
Without limiting the general and specific rights of access in paragraph III-A, for access to the easement 
area, a right of way for easement management access over: 
 
Southwest Quarter (SW 1/4), except the South 35 rods of the West 35 rods of the Southeast Quarter (SE 
1/4) of the Southwest Quarter (Sw 1/4), in this Section Twenty-one (21). 
 
II COVENANTS BY THE LANDOWNER 
 
A. No dwelling, barns, outbuildings or other structures shall be built within the easement area. 
 
B. The vegetation or hydrology of the described easement area will not be altered in any way or by 
any means or activity on the property conveyed by this deed, or property owned under the control of the 
landowner, including: cutting or mowing; cultivation; grazing; harvesting wood products; burning; placing 
of refuse, wastes, sewage, or other debris; draining, dredging, channeling, filling, discing, pumping, 
diking, impounding and related activities; or diverting or affecting the natural flow of surface or 
underground waters into, within, or out of the easement area. 
 
C. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph II-B above, the landowner shall be responsible for 
compliance with all federal, state and local laws for the control of noxious or other undesirable plants on 
the easement area. The responsibility for such plant control may be assumed in writing by the easement 
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manager where the control or manipulation of such plants is deemed by the easement manager to affect 
easement management programs or policies. 
 
D. Cattle or other stock shall not be permitted on the easement area, except that the easement 
manager shall permit access to and use of waters within the area necessary for stock watering under 
such terms and conditions as the easement manager deems necessary to protect and further the 
purposes of this easement, provided: 
 

1. The easement manager bears the costs of building and maintaining fencing or other facilities 
necessary to preclude stock from entering the easement area;  

 
2. The easement manager shall consult with the landowner to determine the need for and the scope 

of fencing; and 
 

3. Access for stock watering need not be permitted where other waters are reasonably available 
from other sources outside the easement area. 

 
III.  RIGHTS RESERVED IN THE UNITED STATES 
 
The United States, on behalf of itself, its successors or assigns, reserves and retains the right, at its sole 
discretion, to manage the easement area including the following authorities: 
 
A. The right of reasonable ingress and egress on and across the property conveyed by this deed as 
of the date of this instrument, whether or not adjacent or appurtenant to the easement area in order to 
conduct wetlands management, monitoring, and easement enforcement activities. The easement 
manager may utilize vehicles and other reasonable modes of transportation for access purposes overland 
or on any right of way described in paragraph I. In the event that the use of the described access right of 
way over the property conveyed by this deed is not practical for any reason, the easement manager may 
utilize any convenient route of access to the easement area over said property. With the concurrence of 
the easement manager, the landowner may provide a designated route for such access to and from the 
easement area so that damage to farm operations can be reasonably avoided. 
 
B. The right to install, operate, and maintain structures for the purpose of re-establishing, protecting, 
and enhancing wetlands functional values, including the taking of construction materials to and from said 
sites. 
 
C. The right to establish or re-establish vegetation through seedings, plantings, or natural 
succession. 
 
D. The right to manipulate vegetation, topography and hydrology on the easement area through 
diking, pumping, water management, excavating, island construction, burning, cutting, pesticide 
application, fertilizing, and other appropriate practices. The easement manager shall consult with the 
landowner prior to any manipulatory action occurring in order to determine the most appropriate method 
to avoid possible damage to the property (s) adjoining the easement area. 
 
E. The right to conduct predator management activities. 
 
F. The right to construct and maintain fences in order to prevent or regulate grazing or other types of 
encroachment on the easement area. 
 
IV. EASEMENT MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 
 
A. All right, title and interests of the United States in this easement are assigned to the Secretary of 
the Interior for administration by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service as part of the National Wildlife 
Refuge System pursuant to the National Wildlife Refuge System Administration Act, 16 U.S.C. 68dd et 
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seq.. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service may enforce all the terms and conditions of this easement, along 
with exercising all rights and powers reserved in this easement through such general or specific 
regulations or orders as have been or may be, from time to time, promulgated under the authority of the 
Secretary of the Interior. Notwithstanding the above rights in paragraph III retained by the United States, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service may permit the landowner to pursue such activities on said sites as 
would be consistent with the preservation and enhancement of wetlands functional values. 
 
B. As used in this easement, the term “easement manager” shall refer to the authorized official of 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
 
V. GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
A. The agreed upon purposes of this reservation are the protection and restoration of the wetland 
areas existing as of the date of this conveyance as well as protection and enhancement of plant and 
animal habitat and populations. A “wetland” is defined and determined by the Soil Conservation Service 
of the U. S. Department of Agriculture in accordance with Title XII of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 
U.S.C. 3801 et seq. ). Any ambiguities in this easement shall be construed in a manner which best 
effectuates wetland protection and restoration and fish and wildlife purposes. 
 
B. Any subsequent amendment to or repeal of any federal law or regulations which authorizes this 
reservation shall not affect the rights reserved by the United States or subsequently held by its 
successors or assigns. 
 
B. Any subsequent amendment to or repeal of any federal law or regulations which authorizes this 
reservation shall not affect the rights reserved by the United States or subsequently held by its 
successors or assigns. 
 
C. For purposes of this easement, wetland management rights reserved by the United States 
include, but are not limited to, inspection for compliance with the terms of this easement; research 
regarding water, wetlands, fish and wildlife and associated ecology; and any other activity consistent with 
the preservation and enhancement of wetland functional values. 
 
D. The United States, its successors and assigns, including the easement manager, shall have the 
right to make surveys, take photographs, and prepare such other documentation as may be necessary or 
desirable to administer the provisions of this easement. Any such map, plat or other suitable document 
may be recorded in the land records of the respective county in which the property is located. 
 
E. The easement authorization does not authorize public entry upon or use of land. 
 
F. The landowner and invitees may hunt and fish on the easement area in accordance with all 
federal, state, and local game and fishery regulations. 
 
G. This easement shall be binding on the landowner, and the landowner’s heirs, successors or 
assigns. The landowner covenants to warrant and defend unto the United States, its successors or 
assigns, the quiet and peaceable use and enjoyment of the land and interests in the land constituting this 
reservation against all claims and demands. 
 
H. The easement manager shall be the agent of the United States or its successors or assigns. The 
easement manager shall have all discretionary powers of the United States under this easement. In the 
performance of any rights of the easement manager under this easement, the easement manager may 
permit, contract or otherwise provide for action by employees, agents, or assigns which may include the 
landowner. 
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Appendix B -- Management Actions 
 
The following is a list of the actions recommended in this plan. 
 
Natural Resources 
 

Action # 1 Field check all proposed development sites 
All proposed development sites will be field checked for the presence of prehistoric and historic 
remains before any work is done. If evidence of prehistoric use is found on a proposed development 
site, an assessment will be made of the size and importance of the find. If the site proves to be 
significant, it will be protected by avoidance, capping, or excavation by archaeologists to document 
the indications of human use. 
 
Action #2 Restore and maintain the present prairie remnants within the park.  
Restoring the existing native prairie remnants through active management is the first step toward 
preserving a viable prairie community in this park. These areas provide information about what the 
local native prairie was like, and can provide a seed source for future prairie restoration. It may take a 
century to restore present agricultural land to a true prairie community. These lands can be restored 
in a much shorter time frame. 
 
Action #3 Convert grasslands to prairie. 
The areas of the park that have not been plowed but only heavily grazed have the potential to be 
converted to a native condition. Many native plant, animal, and insect species still exist in these 
areas, but their populations have been minimized by the effects of extensive grazing. These areas 
can be converted by variety of management techniques including: inter-seeding and transplanting 
native plant species; mowing; burning; and perhaps occasional grazing. Insects and animals native to 
this prairie community will be restored when possible. 
 
Action #4 Convert agricultural land to prairie. 
The areas of the park that have been in agricultural crop production for many years have almost no 
native plant species and will be colonized by aggressive exotic species if simply left fallow. These 
areas will be kept in agricultural production until native seed and resource management funding is 
available to actively work to convert them to native plant species. The amount of land in agricultural 
production will continue to be reduced as more and more land is transformed into stable native prairie 
plant populatiions that can compete with the aggressive exotic species. The prairie conversion efforts 
will focus first on areas adjacent to Split Rock Creek. This priority will restore the scenic character of 
the creek, and serve as a buffer to minimize surface runoff concerns. These areas will be converted 
by a variety of management techniques including: reducing the amount of exotic weed species seeds 
available in the soil; seeding native prairie plants; inter-planting native prairie seeds and plants; 
mowing; and burning. Insects and animals native to this prairie community will be restored when 
possible. 
 
Action #5 Honor the existing grazing lease. 
One land parcel was acquired with the stipulation that the present grazing lease be honored. 
Therefore some cattle grazing will continue in the park until 2005. Grazing can be useful for prairie 
management so a grazing pattern that is appropriate for both the lessee and prairie restoration will be 
sought. 
 
Action #6 Preserve Topeka Shiner habitat. 
Topeka Shiners have been identified in Split Rock Creek both upstream and down stream from Split 
Rock Lake. Because this species is designated as an endangered species on the federal lists, no 
actions will be taken by the DNR that would have a detrimental effect on the species or their habitat. 
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As more is learned about the habitat needs of the Topeka shiner minnows, steps will be taken to 
preserve their habitat as the Federal Topeka Shiner Recovery Plan is completed. 
 
Action #7 Minimize shoreline erosion. 
The shoreline of Split Rock Lake is susceptible to erosion. The most erosion takes place during high 
water. Work to maintain dense surface vegetation on the shoreline, by managing visitor impacts and 
surface runoff.  
 
Action #8 Protect Split Rock Creek. 
Split Rock Creek is the visual and ecological focus of Split Rock Creek State Park. Preserving the 
creek’s scenic qualities, shorelines, water quality, and Topeka Shiner habitat is essential to 
maintaining the park quality experience in the future. 
 
Action #9 Maintain or improve the water quality in Split Rock Creek and Lake. 
The water quality and silt load in Split Rock Creek as it enters the park is dependent on land uses 
upstream from the park and is not something park staff manage directly. Park staff can however can 
raise awareness of water quality issues, and support local land use decisions that will result in 
maintaining the water quality and reducing the silt load. This will maintain Split Rock Creek and Split 
Rock Lake for a variety of recreational opportunities, and preserve the habitat for Topeka Shiners. 
 
Action #10 Control exotic species populations.  
Exotic species populations are often able to out compete native species and take over specific niches 
of a natural community. These plant and animal species reduce the viability of habitat for native 
plants, animals, and insects. Special control measures must be taken to allow native species to 
compete effectively with these exotic species. Some of the controls that will be used are: maintaining 
a healthy population of native species, fire, biological controls, frequent mowing, frequent tilling, 
individual plant removal, or herbicide treatment. 
 
Action #11 Maintain healthy shade trees.  
The planted ash trees have provided shade for over 70 years. They have existed and grown slowly, 
but never flourished. Those that remain are stressed, and secondary rot and fungus are common. 
Tree species that are native to the area such as silver maple, bur oaks, and cottonwoods will be 
interplanted to replace the green ash overtime. 
 
Action #12 Maintain healthy native understory screening. 
A well defined understory is desirable in the shaded groves both for wildlife and visual screening. The 
present understory is composed primarily of non-native plant species, European buckthorn and 
caragana. These shrubs and small trees will be replaced with native plant species that will provide a 
dense visual screen, and more desirable wildlife habitat. 
 
Action #13 Convert old gravel pit to prairie 
Remove the accumulated trash, and convert the area to native prairie vegetation through seeding. 

 
Interpretation 

 
Action #14 Develop non-personal interpretation of significant natural and cultural resources 
The interpretive effort at Split Rock Creek should add value to the park visitors’ experience through 
parks many stories. Thematic self-guided interpretive experiences utilizing appropriate interpretive 
techniques and methods will be developed in cooperation with the park management and resource 
staff. These various interpretive themes will educate park visitors and protect park resources. Priority 
should be given to telling the stories of prairie and prairie reconstruction and management, lake and 
fisheries management, horse rider on the park’s trails, and the natural and human forces that shaped 
the landscape. 
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Action #15 Cultivate interpretive assistance 
Develop relationships and agreements with other providers for environmental education and 
interpretation in the park. 

 
Recreation 
 

Action #16 Expand drive-in campground 
The present campground is full most summer weekends. Additional campsites would be used if they 
were available. There is sufficient area north of the present campground on soils suitable for 
campground development to construct an additional 8 – 10 campsites. These campsites should be 
designed for easy use by recreational vehicles, with electricity, and at least a few pull through sites. 
Limited parking for extra cars is problem in this campground that should be addressed when it is 
expanded. The projected additional use of the lakeshore, trails and swimming beach can be 
accommodated without significant impact. 
 
Action #17 Construct a new park office 
Park administration is now carried on at two locations. Most of the administration is done in the park 
office in the service court. This is the year round office, with computers, files, fax and normal office 
facilities. A small seasonal office adjacent to the park entrance road is staffed during high use 
periods. This seasonal office is closed and signs direct park visitors to the office in the service court 
when park use is expected to be relatively low. The seasonal office has very limited space, and 
minimal facilities. The efficiency of the park staff can be greatly increased by constructing a year 
round park office adjacent to the park entrance road.  
 
Action #18 Construct a modern toilet building 
Two sets of vault toilets are provided for the picnic grounds and the swimming beach. These facilities 
are functional, but provide only the most minimal service for park visitors. The amount of use that 
these facilities received grew in 2000 to over 5,000 visitors per year, A modern toilet building located 
where it would be convenient for both the picnic ground and swimming beach users would provide a 
very desired service for park visitors, increasing both park use and visitor satisfaction. 
 
Action #19 Develop a hiking trail around Split Rock Creek Lake 
The present 4.5 mile hiking trail allows park visitors to almost hike all the way around the lake. 
Finishing this trail loop is a high priority for park visitors. Two bridge or floating boardwalk crossings 
are needed to allow visitors to complete the hike around the lake. The trail will be designed to 
minimize the impact to the wetlands it crosses, while providing easy access for the public to see and 
understand these wetlands. 
 
Action #20 Develop a creek and prairie hiking trail system 
The acquisition of additional lands downstream from the dam has opened up great new opportunities 
for hiking in Split Rock Creek State Park. Initially hiking trail development will focus on providing 
access and the opportunity to experience the area along Split Rock Creek. Further expansion of the 
trail system will be implemented as other areas are reclaimed from agricultural use. The eventual trail 
system will provide park visitors the opportunity to experience both the refreshing Split Rock Creek 
environs, and the expansive rolling prairie hillsides. One trail bridge over the Split Rock Creek that will 
accommodate both horse riders and hikers will be built where it will have the least ecological impact 
and allow good recreational use of both sides of the creek. 
 
Action #21 Provide for recreational snowshoe use  
Snowshoe use is an excellent way to enjoy the park in the winter. Snowshoes function well in a 
variety of snow conditions, and can be used more often in the varied snow conditions of the Split 
Rock Creek area. Snowshoeing is allowed anywhere in the park during the winter. 
 
Action #22 Develop a horse trail system 
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A horse trail system will be developed that provides a high quality recreational experience that can be 
maintained without adversely affecting the restoration of the prairie environment. A series of loop 
trails that are primarily on the uplands, with good views of Split Rock Creek and the surrounding 
countryside will be developed. This would be a maximum of 6.5 miles of trail. This trail system will 
provide a good opportunity to experience and learn about the prairie environment. It will be designed 
to be a safe trail system that can be enjoyed by both novice and experienced riders. The Division of 
Parks and Recreation does not have the authority to build trails outside of the Split Rock Creek State 
Park statutory boundary There is not enough room within Split Rock Creek State Park to provide for a 
day-long horse ride experience. The park trails will have to be used in conjunction with adjacent 
county or township roads for an entire day of riding. There is the potential to develop a trail 
connection from Split Rock Creek State Park to the Casey Jones State Trail that would provide a 
diversity of off-road riding experiences. For this connection to be implemented, it would have to be 
pursued by the MnDNR Bureau of Trails and Waterways with the support of local citizens. 
 
Action #23 Develop a Horse Campground 
The horse campground will be built south of Split Rock Lake. This site has suitable soils for this 
development, is not very visible except in distant views from the rest of the park, is in an area which 
does not have high quality prairie, provides good access to the future trail system, is in an area where 
trees and shade will be suitable. The vision for the land west of County Road 20 will be restored 
prairie, while this atmosphere is appropriate for trail use, the campground and trail head will be much 
more comfortable for visitors if it is shaded. The area in the vicinity of Split Rock Lake (not a natural 
feature) can appropriately be managed for recreational use and visitor comfort. To protect Split Rock 
Creek shoreline from erosion, the horse campground will be designed so horse rider access to the 
shore is restricted. 
 
Action #24 Develop a horse Trailhead 
The horse rider trailhead will be developed near, but separated from the horse campground. The 
trailhead will have a parking lot, unloading ramp, tie rails, and potable water. It will provide for day use 
access to the trail system. Some facilities may be shared with the campground, but it will be designed 
so day use visitors can enjoy the park without imposing on campers. 
 
Action #25 Closing County Road 20 
Split Rock Creek State Park is cut in half by Pipestone County 20 (50th Avenue). The park trail system 
will cross this road in at least two places. It would be desirable to close this road through the park at 
some time. Although lightly used, it still receives more use and at a higher speed then if it were a 
dead end park road. Imagine the idyllic scene of the stone bridge crossed by a quiet park road, 
shared by pedestrians, and horse riders. There are three landowners who access their property off 
County 20 now. All of these properties are within the state park statutory boundary and the owners 
may eventually sell to the state. Other local residents use County 20 as a short cut to or from Ihlen. 
There are other convenient routes available for that traffic, although perhaps not quite as short or 
scenic. Park staff will work with landowners that need to use County 20 and at such time that they are 
willing to have the road closed, make that request to the Pipestone County Board. At such time as 
County 20 is closed, a new park entrance road can be developed directly off Highway 23. This would 
provide a more direct access for travelers, provide a great prairie introduction to the park, allow for 
long range expansion of the campground, minimize road noise in the campground, allow the existing 
northern most bridge across Split Rock Creek to be used for trails. 
 
Action #26 Pave picnic ground and beach parking lots and access road. 
Wind blown dust is often a problem from traffic on these lots and roads. Paving will minimize the dust 
problem and provide a good way to organize the parking through striping. 
 
Action #27 Develop a modern service court and shop 
The present shop is a reuse of a building that has been the manager’s residence, and park office. A 
well designed shop and service court that meets all current health, safety, and accessibility standards 
would allow the staff to be more efficient and effective. This facility should be located just east of the 
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sewage dump station, where it will be convenient from the new contact station and park office. The 
present shop site will be removed and the area restored to natural conditions. 
 

Operations 
 

Action #28 Expand park staff as responsibilities increase. 
With the expansion of the park boundary and acquisition of several hundred acres of additional land, 
additional staff time to manage and maintain this land will be needed. The additional recreational 
facilities such as the horse campground, horse trails, expanded family campground will also all take 
additional time to maintain, and to provide quality public service for these new park visitors. 

 
Park Boundary 

 
Action #29 Acquire private lands within the statutory boundary. 
The highest priority for land acquisition in Split Rock Creek State Park is to acquire the private lands 
within the present statutory boundary. It is important that DNR manage the recently acquired lands 
well and demonstrate our management abilities and vision of restoring the area to native prairie. 
 
Action #30 Consider expanding the statutory boundary 
Consider expanding the statutory boundary to include parcels with native prairie to the south and east 
of the park. Work with adjacent landowners with park quality land to see if they would be interested in 
being included in the park statutory boundary. The primary reasons to include additional lands in the 
statutory boundary would be to preserve remnant native prairie, preserve scenic park vistas, or 
provide for significant recreational opportunities. 
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